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different vessels, and then opened fire with shell and rockets continuously through the 
day, not only into the lower town, but also into the bush beyond. 

On the 28th, after very mature consideration, I came to the conclusion that I could 
not leave Onitsha with credit to the flag after what had taken place (not only before a 
man-of-war'’s presence, but whilst one was actually lying in their anchorage) without 
bombarding and marching on Onitsha inland. — 

1. Because I had received accurate information that the fighting men, supposed 
to number 2,000, of that place had joined the beach men; and | 

od 2. a all my messages sent up to the King and Chiefs were returned on my hands 
with insult. 

Having given timely notice to them to that effect, I commenced to bombard the 
place during the day (28th), and at 6 a.m. (29th) opened fire again for an hour, knowing 
the — to be full of men and bearing in mind the comparatively small force at my 
command. 

At 7 a.m. of the same day I landed the ship’s company, in all about sixty men, the 
Gatling gun, and rocket tube. The small-arm men were in charge of Mr. Luke, Sub- 
Lieutenant ; the rocket party under Mr. Lindsay ; and the Gatling gun under Mr. Blower, 
gunner. Captain McIntosh, Chief Agent of the United African Company, placed 
12 white men (captains of steamers and others) and 170 coloured men at my disposal. 
I also had the advantage of Captain Barrow, late 57th Regiment, Private Secretary to 
Mr. Ussher, Governor of the Gold Coast Colony, lately returned from the Upper Niger, 
who delayed his return to Accra, and together with one Sergeant-Major and twenty-four 
rank and file Houssas placed himself at my service. I owe a great deal to this gentle- 
man in bringing the expedition to a successful issue by his military advice and zeal. 
It will be seen my force of all kinds mustered roughly 270 men (one-third of these 
carrying rifles), a very small number to march against a large town of 10,000 inhabitants, 
three miles distant, through an African bush. 3 | 

Of this I was well aware, but I had so much confidence in my continuous bombard- 
ment of the place, having driven them for the most part further inland, that I con- 
sidered burning their town down would not be attended with the same risk generally 
accompanying an expedition where the odds are so great. 

The town consists of five villages, with a little interval of bush between each ; therefore 
when the force had arrived in sight of the first one, rockets were thrown into it and those 
beyond. ‘The natives made no stand until our arrival inside, when fire was opened on us 
at different times during our march through the villages, and each time the Gatling gun 
was brought into action, as also the small-arm men; the gun being exceedingly well 
handled by the gunner. This large town was entirely destroyed, besides property in 
palm oil, crops, &c., to a very large amount. T account for this by many of the inhabitants 
not really believing we could ever march against them there, and who, on receiving our 
rockets so close to them, ran away, leaving their goods behind them. The King’s Palace 
was the furthest point, which, when thoroughly destroyed, we marched back and arrived 
safely on board with no casualties, excepting a few of the coloured men, who were 
wounded. 

The head town of Onitsha is well built, and some very solid houses are amongst the 
others ; in consequence of which I sent parties on shore, under cover of our guns, to 
blow them down with gunpowder. The place is now completely levelled, including all 
the factories. 

I thought it prudent during each day to throw a few shell into the bush, and placed 
scouting parties around during the time this work was proceeding. 

I feel sure this punishment will have a general beneficial effect on the river, and 
confidence is already entirely restored. 

I cannot speak too highly of Mr. Luke, Sub-Lieutenant, Mr. Lindsay, Sub- 
Lieutenant, and Mr. Blower, gunner. From the beginning to the end of a hard week’s 
work, they have in the heat of the sun laboured indefatigably to bring the undertaking to 
a successful issue, and acquitted themselves the day of the march on the inner town to 
my entire satisfaction. ; 

The crew also have been everything that could be desired, and have worked on all 
occasions when their duty required them cheerfully and well. Iam happy to say that up to 
this date no man has suffered seriously from fever, and we only number four on the sick-list, 
though the men have been landed daily. I am indebted to Dr. Todd for this result, who 


‘has been up night and day with unremitting attention to the comfort of the crew. 


Lieutenant Wainwright, 2nd West India Regiment, who has been on board since 
our entry in the Niger, proved most useful to the small-arm party, and rendered me 
every assistance in his power. 
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